
Effects of COVID-19 in teaching and 
learning on higher education

institution students: The case of 
students’ “school practice”

Dr. Katerina Klonari, Emeritus Professor
University of the Aegean

https://www.weforum.org/our-impact/media-alliance-scales-up


❑ The COVID-19 pandemic has a
severe impact on higher education
as universities closed in response to
lockdown measures.

❑Although higher education
institutions were quick to replace
face-to-face lectures with online
learning, these closures affected
learning and examinations as well
as the lab exercises and students’
practicum.
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Course: “Methods on  
teaching and learning”  
and practice in schools

The course is attended by
undergraduate students of the
5th semester.
There are several courses that
lead students to obtain a
Certificate of Pedagogical and
Teaching Competence
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Basic aims of this course are:

✓ to help future teachers bridge the
gap between academic
preparation and practice.

✓ to familiarize them in the use of
technology to support their future
pedagogical activities

➢ “Practice in school” train
undergraduate students in
designing, implementing, and
evaluating lesson plans to solidify
the relationship between pedagogy,
and teaching practice.
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Teaching Practice
For many future teachers, the ability to
transition the theory of pedagogy into
practice remains an area of great
difficulty

So
Assist our students to bridge the gap
between academic preparation and
teaching practice by examining their
own teaching through the
implementation of their lesson plan and
other educational material in a virtual
class with their peers as “students”,
assessment sheets and their reflection.
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Measures to continue students’ 
practice in school during school closure
➢ These are: Online platforms (e-class

and ZOOM) and the tools included
such as:
✓ Online instructional packages and

resources
✓ Real-time lessons on virtual meeting

platforms
✓ Online technical support services

for students
✓ Self-paced formalised lessons
✓ Additional educational content for

exploring if desired
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Educators’ activities  to support 
student's preparedness 

a) For students at home:
• Check the quality of the internet

connection
• Refer the access to devices (PC,

laptops, tablets, or phones), [camera
and headphones]

b) Teachers changes on existing online
instructional resources such as: Online
reflection forms, worksheets and
evaluation sheets to fill-in online
• Prepare rooms for teamwork and

organize skype meetings for students’
preparation
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Technicalities (zoom)
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❖ Support students in their
lesson planning

❖ Specific teaching time, they
must prioritise their design
and change specific content
(f.e. for online or virtual
experiments, etc.)

❖ Online teaching may be
inadequate to promote active
learning as limited attention
may undermine the teaching
process
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❖Minimise the disruption in
learning and ensure that
students are able to complete
their activities

❖ implementation strategy
needs to be action-oriented,
and requires being flexible
enough to be updated and
adapted according to progress
made and eventual issues that
may arise
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Brief presentation of Practicum 
steps

❑ Attending classes at school

❑ Attending fellow students
teaching at school

❑ Peer assessment 

❑ Feedback from team 
members

❑ Students’ reflection on 
their teaching
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Students’ e-portfolio
a) Before teaching implementation:

• Lesson plan

• Worksheets

• Educational material and tools

• Evaluation sheets
It is sent after all the corrections to the team members, 
to teacher mentor and to supervisor

b) After teaching: 

• Except of the above as final docs, and

• Students reflection report on their teaching

• Team members evaluation sheets and 
feedbacks  

Each student upload e-portfolio to e-class for supervisor 
and Prof. of the course
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Peer Teaching Examples
Inquiry-based teaching and learning
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Peer Teaching Examples
Inquiry-based teaching and learning
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Students’ grades in the course 

For their grading in the course, their
marks in the Practicum (e-portfolio
and intervention) (40%) and the
written final examination (60%) are
taken into account
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Online Learning: A Panacea in 
the Time of COVID-19 Crisis?

Advantages
▪ Better retention: use of different 

platforms which provide interactive 
content, share opinions and thoughts  
with others

▪ Environment-friendly (no paper 
production)

▪ Flexibility in terms of location and 
time

▪ Use of multimedia interactions, can 
increase the attention of the 
participants
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Online Learning: A Panacea in 
the Time of COVID-19 Crisis?

Disadvantages  
▪ Lacks practicality: practical skills are 

harder to pick from virtual resources
▪ Solitude: Lacks social interaction
▪ Inaccessible to others (some students 

some have very limited  access to the 
internet as well as to microphones and 
cameras 

▪ Requires self-motivation and proper 
time management skills

▪ Health issues: an individual spend hours 
on a computer, laptop, tablet or 
smartphones

▪ Cheating is unavoidable???
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Questions?
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